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Former USU student pleads guilty to murder
By Michael Popa
NEWS STAFF WRITER

F

ormer Utah State University student Ayoola Ajayi
has pled guilty to the murder of former University
of Utah student MacKenzie Lueck.
“As a part of this plea, the defendant further agreed to
a stipulation. Life without the possibility of parole,” Salt
Lake County District Attorney Sim Gill said in a press conference on Wednesday.
There will be a sentencing to the guilty plea on Oct. 23
by Judge Vernice Trease.
According to Gill, the charges include one count of aggravated murder and one count of desecration of a human
body. He also pled guilty to one count of forcible sexual
abuse from a separate incident on March 10, 2018.
Ajayi is a green card holder from Nigeria. He attended
USU on and off between 2009 and 2016 and left without
a degree, according to USU spokesperson Tim Vitale.
Ajayi was arrested on June 28, 2019 in connection with
Lueck’s disappearance and death. He was held on counts
of aggravated murder, kidnapping, desecration of a body
and obstruction of justice.
In the early morning on June 17, Lueck flew into the
Salt Lake City Airport. She is seen on video picking up her
luggage and leaving the airport in a Lyft which took her to
Hatch Park in Salt Lake City.
According to the Salt Lake City Police Department, phone
data shows that Lueck was in communication with Ajayi

Ajayi
at the time and planned on meeting him there. Ajayi then
drove her to his house.
Defense attorney Neal Hamilton said that Ajayi planned
on killing Lueck before he even arrived at the park to pick
her up.
Hamilton also said that the two met on an online dating

site “Seeking Arrangement”, a site that connects wealthy
men willing to pay younger women to go on dates with
them. Originally, SLCPD authorities never released how
Ajayi and Lueck were communicating with one another.
Upon arriving at his home with Lueck, Ajayi tied Lueck’s
hands behind her back and choked her to death. He used
his hands before using a belt, according to Hamilton.
Ajayi then took Lueck’s body to his backyard, burned her
and buried her.
A few days after Lueck’s reported disappearance, SLCPD
knocked on Ajayi’s door to ask questions about his connection to the victim. Authorities left without arresting
Ajayi, who then exhumed Lueck’s body and drove up to
Logan Canyon to bury her. Her body was later found in a
shallow grave, Hamilton said.
During the press conference, Gill said, as part of the plea
agreement, Ajayi agreed to life without the possibility of
parole. In exchange, the DA will not pursue the death penalty.
“I just want to take a second to acknowledge the incredible resilience and strength of Greg and Diana, the parents
of MacKenzie,” Gill said. “With the plea today, maybe they
can begin to have some sense of closure.
MacKenzie’s family has asked for privacy during this
time.
—michael.popaii@gmail.com
IG: michael.popaii

On-campus testing center to open
324 active COVID-19 cases reported

By Taylor Cripe
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

As of Oct. 8, there were 324 active cases of Coronavirus
in the Utah State University community. In response to
several outbreaks on the Logan Main campus, USU is also
setting up a new center for on-campus testing.
Early next week, USU will announce its plans to use Maverik Stadium as a testing center, according to USU public
information officer Emilie Wheeler.
“We are still working out some of the details,” Wheeler

said. “However, this upcoming week, or the week after, we
will start using the stadium.”
Wheeler added that they are currently doing limited testing at Maverik Stadium. If students have COVID-19 symptoms and fill out the university’s online questionnaire
they can still go to the stadium to get tested, she said.
However, she also said they will not be announcing anything official until they have the ability to host more people.
Since the the semester began on Aug. 31, USU has seen
553 active cases in its community. At the moment, there

are 111 active on-campus cases, 192 off-campus cases,
three faculty members and 18 staff members who have
tested positive.
One thing to note, not all 111 on-campus cases represent
Logan Main campus. According to Wheeler, the on-campus counts represent Logan Main, USU Eastern in Price,
Utah and USU Blanding in Blanding, Utah.
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Fall 2020 enrollment slightly down
From USU TODAY

F

all 2020 enrollment numbers released
today show that Utah State University
enrollment of new students (freshmen
and transfer students) is up slightly, while
overall enrollment is basically flat, despite
continuing questions about the coronavirus
pandemic and how it would affect universities.
While total student headcount, at 27,691, was
down 0.4% from fall 2019, Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) enrollment was up slightly from last
year. The FTE count represents the total credits
taken by students. Typically, enrollments at
USU rise through the end of the semester as
students pick up programs in the Statewide
Campuses and through concurrent enrollment.
The university saw some decline in out-ofstate and graduate students this fall, while
numbers are up for freshman and transfers
(new students) from Fall 2019.
“We exceeded our freshman and transfer
student numbers, so we are pleased with that
given the volatility of situation,” said Robert
Wagner, USU’s vice president for Academic
and Instructional Services. “And, it was no surprise to see a slight dip in out-of-state students
this fall. We’re still assessing graduate student

numbers, but we’re seeing that students across
the board simply are staying closer to home.”
Data from the Utah System of Higher Education gathered at the third week of the semester
shows enrollment at Utah’s public colleges and
universities held steady compared to last year,
with a slight net decrease. See complete USHE
institution numbers at https://ushe.edu/enrollment-2020.
“Our total headcount is basically flat at this
point, but given these uncertain times and the
COVID pandemic we all are facing, we’re optimistic about what we see,” Wagner said.
Degree-seeking undergraduate enrollments
for fall 2020 are up by 0.5%, representing an
increase of more than 100 degree-seeking undergraduates. The increase is driven primarily
by larger numbers of first-time undergraduates, both those matriculating directly out of
high school and those attending for the first
time who have been out of high school for
more than 12 months.
Many of the statewide campuses saw
increased enrollments. USU’s Statewide Campuses system enables USU to deliver entire
programs and classes throughout Utah.
“It’s very possible that students who choose
to remain home instead of returning to Logan

are continuing their education at the Statewide Campuses,” Wagner said. “In addition,
people experiencing COVID-related job loss
may be taking advantage of local educational
access through the Statewide Campuses and
are getting more education or new credentials
they want.”
USU’s ability to deliver education across the
state is enabled by its highly ranked online
courses and programs.
“Not only are we responding to COVID-19
conditions with a variety of course delivery
methods, USU-Online is a well-known and
dependable brand of education that is meeting
the needs of today’s students no matter their
location,” Wagner added.
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Funds available for those without ACT or SAT score
By Eliza Lewis
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Utah State University is adapting its enrollment process
to fit the needs of fall 2021 applicants unable to take the
ACT or SAT.
Because of limited access to the ACT and SAT, USU is
going to be evaluating students who cannot take the test
in a different way. Only GPA and rigorous high school
courses will be looked at when considering their scholarship potential.
Katie North, executive director of new student enrollment, said “USU is committed to providing opportunities
to students; looking at students in every situation.”
According to North, this is a better indicator of a student’s capabilities and provides the university with more

knowledge about the types of students enrolling.
The changes may make it easier for some students. For
example, USU sophomore Emily Ellsworth, said her ACT
score made her chances at a scholarship worse. She said
that although her GPA was high, and she did great in
school, tests were not her strong suit. Timed tests such as
the ACT or SAT are especially difficult for her.
Traditionally, the benefits of taking the ACT or SAT
were the scholarships available to students. Sometimes,
according to North, high ACT scores will also allow a student to skip an otherwise required math or English class.
For now, any student who is able to take these tests can
still submit their scores. If they are admitted, they will
qualify for scholarships the same as in previous years. For
students unable to take either test, GPA and the rigor of
courses will be the impacting factors in these decisions.
North said that USU has implemented task forces to

study the impact of this decision further.
The task forces at USU are made up of USU’s staff members. They are working to develop both the short term,
COVID impacted system, and a long term, permanent
solution that will be put into place when the university
is ready for it.
USU is currently working on a new system that will help
students easily see what scholarships they may qualify
for, according to North.
She added that she hopes this new system will allow
the university to look at each student as a whole. It encourages students to take difficult courses and become a
well-rounded individual, she said.
—eliza.lewis@aggiemail.usu.edu

GRAPHIC BY Dalton Renshaw
By Jacob Nielson
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

T

he Utah State offense is undergoing a bit of a
facelift this year.
Last year’s leading receiver and leading rusher — Siosini Mariner and Gerold Bright, respectively — and quarterback Jordan Love have all moved on
through graduation or the NFL Draft. The Aggies are in
need of replacements for their production on the offensive side of the ball.
The team does have returning players who are more
than capable of making an impact. Wide receivers Jordan Nathan, Savon Scarver, Taylor Compton, and tight
end Carson Terrell all return for their senior seasons.
And junior Deven Thompkins is the expected starter at
slot receiver.
Four out of the five starting linemen from last season
are back: Senior center Demyrtick Ali’fua, Junior left
tackle Alfred Edwards, Sophomore right guard Karter
Shaw, and Sophomore right tackle Andy Koch.
In addition, senior running back Jaylen Warren, last
season’s second-leading rusher, will compete for the
starting job with productive graduate transfer Devonta’e Henry-Cole.
But there are four newcomers to the program that are
expected to be a big part of what the Aggie offense does

in this shortened eight-game season.
Jason Shelley, Quarterback
The junior transfer from the University of Utah is competing against sophomore Andrew Peasley for the coveted title of ‘QB1,’ and is expected to win out.
Shelley has experience playing at the highest level of
college football, when he started the final five games of
the Utes’ 2018 season his freshman year, including the
Pac-12 championship game against Washington. He was
98-of-168 passing for 1,162 yards and had 63 rushes for
192 yards in those five games, winning three of them,
including signature victories over Oregon and BYU.
Head Coach Gary Andersen, who developed a relationship with Shelley when he was an assistant at Utah in
the 2018 season, is happy with what he’s seen from the
Texas native thus far.
“Jason’s done a great job of coming in and being a great
teammate. Works very well in the quarterback room, extremely smart,” he said. “He’s savvy, he’s handled things
well and he’s excited to be competing for the job he’s
competing for.”
Shelley’s versatility and high football IQ should make
him a good fit for the run-pass option offense that new
offensive coordinator Bodie Reeder likes to run. Reeder has worked closely with other dynamic quarterbacks
including Mason Rudolph, current quarterback for the

Pittsburgh Steelers.
Devonta’e Henry-Cole, Running Back
Another Utah transfer, graduate student Henry-Cole
will be a major weapon in the Aggies’ running attack
this season. Last season for the Utes, despite being in
a loaded backfield that included All-American rusher
Zach Moss, DHC boasted 34 carries for 188 yards (good
for 5.5 yards per carry) and two rushing touchdowns.
DHC previously committed to BYU in February but
changed his mind over the summer. News of his decision to be an Aggie broke on July 20, just one week after
Shelley announced his plans to come to Logan.
Coach Andersen is high on the fifth-year back out of
Florida.
“DHC an experienced back, knows how to take care
of himself, smart, understands where he is and he’s a
staple of what we expect to be a very good running back
room and he’s excited about his opportunity to compete
and play.”
Henry-Cole is shifty, explosive, has an established connection with Shelley and is ready for his moment. So
don’t be surprised if No. 7 is terrorizing opposing defenses this season.
John Gentry, Running Back
Straight out of Northshore High School in Houston,
TX, the three-star freshman passed up offers from Utah,
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Newcomers ready to make
an impact for USU football
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Arkansas, Oklahoma State and Tennessee to come to
USU and is the second highest-rated recruit in Aggie
history, according to 247 sports.
Gentry helped lead his high school to back-to-back 6A
Texas state championships in 2018 and 2019. In three
years as a varsity player, he amassed 3,586 all-purpose
yards and 48 touchdowns.
It will take some time to adjust to the college level,
but Anderson believes he has the work ethic and athleticism to play immediately this season.
“It’s kind of still going fast for him as a Freshman,
which is 100% to be expected and we like what we see.
He’s got tremendous speed, (he’s) a young man who
comes and works every day and in my opinion that’s
a credit to his family, his parents, and his high school
program,” he said.
Having played some slot receiver in high school as

well, Gentry has proven hands and knows how to run
route, he has the potential to be an extra target out of
the backfield for Shelley.
Justin Mcgriff, Wide Receiver
The 6’6 Sophomore comes to Logan after playing his
2019 season at ASA College in Miami, where he caught
25 passes for 360 and eight touchdowns in just seven
games. Mcgriff originally signed with Nebraska, where
he redshirted the 2018 season before transferring.
Mcgriff will add some much-needed height to the Aggie’s receiving crew. The second tallest receiver is Sean
Carter at 6’2. Mcgriff also has big-play capabilities, as
he averaged over 18 yards per catch his senior season
of high school at Jefferson High in Tampa, Fl.
With no in-game experience at the division one level,
a big focus for the coaches is to get him added reps

so he is ready to contribute on the field when games
begin.
“We need to get him an opportunity in practice and
scrimmages to make plays. You have to give him that
opportunity prior to games. And that’s something that
he came here to be is a playmaker, he’s a big giant
target, and he’s a tremendous tremendous kid. He
works his tail off out there on the football field,” Anderson said. “I think that he could be a game-changer
in games but right now we have to see if he can be a
game-changer in practice and scrimmages.”
—sports@usustatesman.com
@jacobnielson12

Men’s basketball guards hoping
to fill a Merrill-sized vacancy
By Jason Walker
SENIOR SPORTS WRITER

T

his year, Utah State head coach Craig Smith is
faced with the prospect of heading not only what
fans hope will be a third straight year of Mountain West dominance, but also a youth movement with
nine newcomers featuring seven freshman.
Six of the newcomers are guards, five of which are
freshman. These six players are among those tasked with
replacing a guard rotation that helped lead the Aggies
to back-to-back Mountain West Tournament Championships.
Last year Utah State ran a thin, but tight, ship with its
backcourt rotation, led by it three stalwart veterans:
Sam Merrill, Diogo Brito and Abel Porter. Brito and Merrill were both four-year standouts, the latter cementing
himself as a program legend and the former being one of
the most reliable two-way guards of the past decade in
Logan. Porter rounded out the crew and while not a star,
he was a steady hand who always seemed to make plays
just when the team needed them (fitting such reliability, Porter played the fourth-most minutes for the team
between the start of the 2018-19 season and the early
conclusion of 2019-20 even though he didn’t make his
first start until midway through ‘18-19).
To say these three men were the backbone of the backcourt would be nigh upon insulting. They were the backbone, head, arms, hands, legs and soul. The only other
player who owned any sort of real estate in the backcourt was Sean Bairstow and he played less than half the

minutes of any of USU’s three musketeers (it should be
noted before moving on that, while junior Brock Miller
is indeed listed as a guard, he played a role more akin to
a small forward and not a ball-handling guard like the
other players so far mentioned). Head coach Craig Smith
relied on these three veterans to handle the ball, run
the plays and make the passes. Merrill, Brito and Porter
accumulated 330 assists between them; the rest of the

team had 231 combined. Outside of garbage minutes,
there was hardly a moment where at least one of these
three weren’t on the court and there were usually two of
them out there.
Now Smith will be without all three permanently.
Merrill and Brito graduated, and Porter has moved on
to the presumably greener pastures of Ohio State. The
remaining stable of guards consists of Miller — who will

PHOTO BY Tim Carpenter
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likely retain his largely off-ball shooting role — Virginia
transfer Marco Anthony and the five freshman: Steven
Ashworth, Max Shulga, Rollie Worster, Zahar Vedishchev,
and walk-on Karson Stastny. Outside of Miller, this crew
has a combined 596 minutes of Division I experience.
Bairstow, the only current ball-handler who played a
single minute for USU last season, had an up-and-down
freshman campaign last season with plenty of flashes —
and plenty of freshman blunders — in low, but consistent
minutes (he played in 32 of USU’s 34 games, averaging
11.7 minutes per outing). Thanks to the outstanding
nature of his backcourt compatriots and Smith’s lineup tendencies, there was a small correlation between
Bairstow’s minutes and how tough Utah State’s opponent
was, playing more against weaker foes. However, Smith
said Bairstow played a crucial role at times, specifically
citing the Mountain West Tournament first-round game
against New Mexico when Bairstow played 20 minutes,
filling in for a banged-up Porter.
“We wouldn’t have beaten New Mexico in the first
round of the tournament without Sean Bairstow,” Smith
said.
With the rotation much more open, Bairstow has a
chance to prove himself beyond singular scenarios. This
situation is hardly a surprise for Bairstow, he’s been
expecting it since before he set foot in Logan for the first
time.
“Since my recruitment I’ve been told, last year, my
freshman year we were going to be really good and the
year after that’s when we need people to step up,” Bairstow said. “Last year was a real big prep year and now
it’s time to go show what we’re about.”
Anthony’s expectations are far above that of Bairstow.
His pedigree of being a three-star recruit who landed
himself at Virginia — and winning a national title while
there— carries significant weight, even with Anthony’s
limited experience (he logged just 222 career minutes
at Virginia). Smith, noting Anthony’s 6-foot-5 stature
and roughly 225-pound frame, said the junior “can play
really any position on the floor with the exception of
(center).”
While Anthony and Bairstow’s experience is limited,
their talent and at least some on-court time appears to
be leading them to starting or, at least, consistent roles.
The five freshman guards will have to prove themselves
anew, building on their pre-college resume, all of which
are impressive in their own right.
Shulga and Vedishchev starred in international roles
at FIBA tournaments in 2019, the former playing in
U18 Division B and the latter in the U19 World Cup.
Vedischev led Russia’s fifth-place effort, averaging 16.5
points largely off his 40.4 percent 3-point shooting on
8.7 attempts from deep per game. Shulga’s Ukrainian
side finished ninth, but the young guard shone in his
eight appearances with averages of 13.3 points (second
on his team), 7.3 rebounds (also second) and 2.6 assists
(third).
Worster, Stastny and Ashworth lack the FIBA experience of Shulga and Vedishchev, but were dominant high
school players. Worster averaged 19.2 points as a four-

PHOTO BY Iain Laurence
USU men’s basketball players Sean Bairstow (left), Marco Anthony (middle) and Liam McChesney (right) celebrate in the tunnel after a USU win.

year starter at Hellgate High School, topping out at 21.1
points, 7.0 rebounds and 4.4 assists his senior season
en route to Hellgate being named co-champions (the
title game was cancelled due to COVID-19 and the two
competing teams were named co-champions). Ashworth
led his team, Lone Peak High School, to a championship
of its own, leading the team in scoring at 16.4 per game.
He also thrived at playmaking, dishing out 7.1 assists per
night. Even at just six feet tall, Ashworth also gathered
in 4.1 rebounds per game and was a steals machine,
averaging 3.0 per game. Stastny did not lead his team
to a state title, but racked up local awards and stats like
trick-or-treaters gather candy on Halloween. In total,
he accumulated over 2,000 points and 500 assists in
his prep career, averaging 20 points, five rebounds, five
assists as a senior.
All of this talent in one position group, and an enormous hole in the rotation opening this offseason, will
lead to one heck of a battle to reach the top of the depth
chart. Though Ashworth has said it isn’t a poisonous
feud, but rather “healthy competition.”
“We’re competing against each other but we’re also

making sure that we’re helping each other get better
as well each and every day, each and every workout,”
Ashworth said.
From the top of this new guard rotation to the bottom,
there is talent in all areas of basketball — scoring prowess, outside shooting, defense and passing. Smith has
praised his recruiting class and young roster over and
over. It’s just a matter of getting experience.
“We’ve got a lot of very good, young players. But they’re
young and inexperienced,” Smith said. “I think it’s a
group that’s going to keep getting better quick. And so,
this is a very important time for us right now to see what
these guys can do and introduce them to our system and
our terminology and everything that that entails.”
Replacing program legends who took this program to
heights never before seen won’t be easy, but this changing of the guard could be much smoother than most on
the outside are expecting.
— sports@usustatesman.com
@thejwalk67
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‘Utah State is doing a great job’ on CO
By Sydney Dahle
LIFESTYLES CONTENT MANAGER

I

t’s been over a month since Utah State University
started fall semester and the number of coronavirus
cases has risen to 487 as of Friday. This puts the total
number of cases at 572 since March.
The university has been hard at work to combat the virus, creating personal COVID Care Kits for each student
and setting up a COVID Care Team to take care of students self-isolating or quarantining. Student Affairs has
encouraged students to sign a protection pledge. Signs
have been placed around campus to remind students to
social distance and wear their masks inside buildings.
President Noelle Cockett has been hard at work as well
to make sure guidelines are being followed.
“This has been some of the most difficult administrative times I’ve ever had,” Cockett said. “We have a
saying that we’re building the plane while we’re flying

it, meaning that I don’t have anything to fall back on
past experience or past processes, and I can’t always see
what the next thing that arises will be. It’s just made
me appreciate our people, our students, our faculty and
staff, because we’re all in this wanting to do what’s best,
and best for each other, best for the university, best of
what it will take to keep us going. So there’s an incredible pride that I have. I believe we’re going to make it.”
Cockett said it was difficult to see the influx of cases
in week one after everyone had returned. Even though
cases continue to rise, she is proud of what the university and its students have accomplished after just one
month. Several universities have been forced to shut
down due to the high amount of COVID cases. The
University of Utah announced it would be suspending
in-person classes for two weeks after high clusters of
COVID cases were found. On Sept. 27, the U. extended
the “online-only” period to stop the spread during the
upcoming vice presidential debate.

USU would need to get much worse for a complete
shutdown. It isn’t a matter of cases the administration
would take into account, but rather how many people
the university can support in isolation or quarantine.
“We want to make sure that [quarantined students]
have access to their classes,” Cockett said. “If they’re in
a residence hall, they are getting the services they need
there, such as food, self-isolation locations, et cetera. We
refer to it as case management. It’s not the number of
cases we would get, it’s the capacity of the university to
help those that need the help.”
USU has been seeing a steady increase in cases —
about three to five a day. The reason the numbers are
so low is because of the “precautions and preventive
measures” USU students, staff and faculty have been
willing to take.
There has been a handful of students refusing to abide
by these “precautions and preventive measures,” not just
at Utah State, but all over the United States. Brigham
Young University made headlines for expelling students
who refused to follow COVID guidelines while other universities such as Bates College in Lewiston, Maine made
their students sign liability waivers. Governor Andrew
Cuomo said universities in New York would be forced to
go remote if 5% of their population tested positive.
“We have about 2% of our people who are just really not
getting the masks,” Cockett said. “When I compare that to
other universities, that number is much smaller than where
we’re seeing large outbreaks. Those spikes, those areas of
infection are happening. On-campus is what we can control. Off-campus is where it really gets worrisome. I think
maybe a few things have happened that have made our
people aware of problems. As far as I can tell, they’re being
very relatively responsible to control those things and the
preventative practice that matters most there.”
According to Cockett, you can’t expect people to wear
masks at a large party or carry hand sanitizer around.
All administration can do is ask students who have been
exposed or start experiencing symptoms to take the
COVID questionnaire, self-isolate or quarantine. These
are the actions that stop the infection from spreading.
Students have been quick to point out photos of
members of intramural sports teams who have been
together in large groups. Rumors have also gone around
about athletes who have been attending large parties
after testing positive for COVID-19, actively furthering
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the spread. One of the issues with large groups testing
positive or being exposed to COVID-19 is many of those
people live together.
“What happens with groups like this is that they’re all
hanging out,” Cockett said. “One person gets infected.
They aren’t wearing masks, they aren’t social distancing,
and so when one person tests positive, they all do. We
see this with student-athletes, with our residence halls,
with students off-campus. That is what drives up the rate
of infection.”
For every positive case, one person is infected, and the
curve can be flattened or the rate can be dropped. It gets
worse when there are two people infected by one positive
person, or even five people get infected, bringing the infection rate to 5%. According to Cockett, some of the shut
down universities had an infection rate of 100% or higher.
The Utah State student conduct code has been updated
to include the policies and guidelines for COVID-19.
President Cockett has made it clear she wants students
to understand why these policies and guidelines have
been put in place. If students are educated on the
policies and still refuse to abide by these guidelines, the
punishment becomes more severe.
“If you know you’re positive and know that you can infect
others and still go out, you’re not an Aggie,” Cockett said.
Another preventative measure the university took
was eliminating spring break and pushing the start of
the spring semester back a week. President Cockett
explained this was done to avoid having students leave
the campus, visit states with high rates of infection and
bring the virus back. The same concerns drove the decision to move all classes online after Thanksgiving break
this year.
“We had to determine what we were going to do in
spring with what we know now. It’s more management
of potential infections,” Cockett said.
In addition to Utah State’s COVID-19 policies, online
classes have also been brought to the forefront. The pandemic has brought forth technology challenges, but also
lessons and unbelievable impacts on higher education.
“We definitely have a great approach to online, but
what is the problem?” Cockett said. “The problem is the
lack of personal connection with both the instructor and
the other students in the class. The vast majority of our
people want that connection. That’s what they’re missing. It’s not really the quality of the course. It’s that they

@GageCarling
Thinking about the time I told the
rancheritos drive thru worker to have a
good night and she just said “no”

can’t interact with people.”
Cockett doesn’t see any mass movements toward online
education, even if it’s doing the job right now. She
understands the trouble students have been having with
classes and communicating through a screen.
“One of the biggest concerns students have about online classes is that they don’t know how to reach out to
their instructors,” Cockett said. “This is actually a really
big issue for our freshmen. They can’t be in class. They
can’t raise their hand or go up to the instructor at the
end of the class or before the class.”
The main forms of communication are email, Canvas or
using a professor’s virtual office hours. Professors want
to help their students and crave the connection just as
much as the students. Cockett has instructed professors
to use the Zoom classes creatively by having personal
conversations with students and allowing them to ask
questions rather than teaching a normal lecture.
“When you’re looking at a whole screen of black

@ErinChack
lately life has been all panic no
disco

PHOTOS BY Austin Roundy

[boxes], you feel like you’re alone,” Cockett said.
“Somebody said today that turning your video off in a
meeting or a class is like putting a bag over your head
during face to face interactions. That’s a way we can all
be more courteous.”
In a time full of uncertainty, at least one thing is
certain: President Cockett cares about her students
and about the university. For this to work, we need to
continue to actively work together to stop the spread of
COVID-19 and keep each other safe.
—sydney.dahle@usu.edu
@dillydahle
Scan the
QR code to
see the full
interview on
Youtube

@jeffxwilcox
I do not think therefore I do not am
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OVID response says President Cockett
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‘The Wolves’:

Theater returns to Utah State
By Dara Lusk
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

heater pushes on despite the pandemic. With
numerous safety measures in place, Utah State
University’s Department of Theatre Arts invites you to
experience the drama of the award-winning play “The
Wolves.”
Cleats tied, whistles’ blown. The nine players of a high
school girl’s soccer team, the Wolves, stretch out before
their indoor soccer matches. Many of the girls have
known each other for years as a team as well as school
mates, leading to both friendship and feuds. In the mix
is a cast of high school archetypes: the mouthy bully, the
dumb one, the quiet one, the new girl, the jokester and
the one who always has to be right. Each of their unique
personalities shines throughout to form a spunky exhibit of adolescence.
Over the course of several Saturdays, the girls’ natural
conversations slowly reveal inner insecurities, unique
quirks, personal struggle, jealousy and ignorance. They
unintentionally learn womanhood’s cruel reality and
life’s ups and down from personal and second-hand experiences shared in-between high knees drills. Though
many of these interactions lead to the players at each
other’s throats, they’re still a team.
“The Wolves” was written by Sarah Delappe and first
premiered off-Broadway in 2016, being nominated for
a Pulitzer Prize for drama the following year. In 2016, it
won the Sky Cooper New American Play Prize.
Modern in pacing, language and subject matter, the
show is driven by its dialogue. Sets, props and movements are limited, placing the brunt of the story on the
character’s organic banter, which is masterfully stylized.
“As often happens with energetic girls,” director Michael Shipley explained, “the conversations happen at
the same time, overlapping and intertwined. You probably won’t catch everything that’s said … and that’s part
of the point. The stories of these young women are
woven together like a symphony, where we sometimes
catch individual instruments and sometimes feel the entire orchestration wash over us.”
As a creative work, “The Wolves” is fresh, upbeat and
personal. USU’s stellar theatre program enhances it to
perfection under the direction of Michael Shipley, assistant professor of acting, voice and speech.
“The Wolves” is USU’s theater’s first production of the
semester and the first since the start of the pandemic.
“And I just want to reiterate how unique it is that we
are able to perform live and in person,” Michael Shipley said, “As I’m sure you know, universities across the
country have canceled their productions or moved them
online. The Caine College of the Arts and the Depart-

GRAPHIC BY Rosie Davis

This Side of Paradise — Coyote Theory

Window — Still Woozy

The Journey — okaywill

Before U Go — Tyzo Bloom
PHOTO COURTESY OF Department of Theatre Arts

ment of Theatre Arts has worked very hard to make this
happen.”
To make these live performances possible, all audience
members were required to wear masks. Social distancing is enforced through online seating selection and
limited seating capacity. Going a step beyond to ensure
the actor’s safety, masks are incorporated into the costumes as part of the girls’ uniforms.
Acting is an art expressed from every body part and
most typically the face, but the show’s actresses rose to
the challenge of face masks and prove there is no restriction on skilled acting. The masks did not take away
from the show and make it feel even more natural and
intimate, once again showing the performers’ talents.
Their line delivery had you feeling like one of the girls
stretching out your quads and eating orange slices.
Performances opened on Tuesday, Oct. 6, and ran
through Oct. 10 in the Morgan Theatre.
—dara.lusk@usu.edu
@dara_marie_
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Outdoor concerts scheduled

PHOTO FROM USU Today
From USU TODAY

The Caine College of the Arts is hosting an outdoor concert series for Utah State University students, faculty and staff every Wednesday at 7 p.m. on the Engineering Quad on
the Logan campus. The series started September 2 and continues through November 11.
“We started the Midweek Music Series as a gift to the students of Utah State University,”
Cindy Dewey, head of the Department of Music, said. “COVID-19 has already changed
so much of their college experience that we as a department wanted to offer them some
normalcy. Going to outdoor concerts is a sort of thing that students might have done
before the pandemic.”
Dewey is happy to provide the university community an opportunity to come together
safely in a semester riddled with uncertainty and to entertain and uplift with live music.
The concerts hosted in the tent span a range of genres, including jazz, classical and
musical theatre. Performers are students, faculty members and sometimes a guest artist
or two.
Upcoming performances include Music Theater Cabaret, October 14; Jazz Combos,
October 21; Jazz Jams, October 28; USU Chamber Singers, November 4; and Jazz Jams,
November 11.
“Now that we have started the series, we plan to continue it in future years during the
months that Utah weather permits,” Dewey said.
Midweek Music Series Concerts are free and open to the campus community. Please
bring your own seating and gather around the white tent on the LE Quad. Social distancing is required. The concerts are also broadcast on ccapresents.usu.edu. For more
information, go online to cca.usu.edu.

USU podcast visits Eccles Theatre
Businesswomen and religious leaders,
poets and politicians, healers and homemakers, artists and activists, women in
the Beehive state have never fit into easy
stereotypes. Through interviews and lively narrative retellings, each episode features at least two women, one historical
and one contemporary, whose stories are
distinct but whose lives illuminate a common theme. Their stories will make you
laugh, cry, and, most of all, think. After
getting to know these compelling women,
you’ll be inspired by the unique way each
of them has made Utah her place.
This Is Her Place is co-hosted by educational leader and community builder

Naomi Watkins and longtime radio host
Tom Williams. Produced by Allison Pond,
with executive producer Patrick Mason,
the podcast is generously supported by
funding from private donors and Utah
State University’s “Year of the Woman”
initiative. It aims for a broad audience,
including public radio listeners as well
as history and social studies educators
for whom the podcast will be a valuable
classroom resource.
The performance takes place at the Ellen Eccles Theatre on October 21 at 7:30
p.m. Tickets and more information can be
found at cachearts.org/thisisherplace.

Why a debate format
change is necessary
T

he Presidential debates have historically showcased a lively discussion
indicative of a healthy democracy.
Orderly opposition is the means of meaningful progression. The ability to clearly
articulate a different point of view is the
bedrock of American democracy. Even the
Constitution resulted from clashing ideas
and compromise.
Ever since the first televised debates in
1960 between Kennedy and Nixon, the debates have been an impactful experience for
voters. They are a time-honored tradition
that Americans have grown accustomed to
viewing during election season since 1976.
The debates allow candidates to present
their beliefs and policies, and the American
people to become more educated on issues,
comportment, and temperament – all those
things upon which they will cast their votes.
On Sept. 29, more than 73 million Americans watched as President Donald Trump
pilfered their right to hear a meaningful discussion. Seventy-three million Americans

watched the debate, presumably hoping to
become more educated on the issues. Trump
quickly turned this opportunity to advance
our democracy into a mockery of it.
Donald Trump interrupted the moderator
Chris Wallace and Vice President Biden a
whopping 128 times.
He was so unruly that the moderator had
to repeatedly remind him of the rules his
campaign agreed to before the debate. At
one point, Wallace had to plead with the
President saying, “I think that the country
would be better served if we allowed both
people to speak without interruptions. I’m
appealing to you sir to do that.”
Trump seemed to think he was projecting strength by yelling, insulting, and agitating. But loudness and vulgarity are not
strengths. They are the hallmarks of bullies.
Honesty projects strength. So does integrity.
But, as always, honesty was not in Trump’s
toolbox. He lied unabashedly about his record, plans for the future, and the safety of
the 2020 election.

GRAPHIC BY Keith Wilson
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date repeatedly violates the agreed-upon rules because the debates are in service of the people.
And isn’t that what a president is supposed to do — serve the people?
The Commission on Presidential Debates is right to work towards a more
productive format and any candidate
opposed is doing a disservice to those
whose votes they seek.

Addy Kirkham is a senior studying En-

PHOTO BY Associated Press/Public domain glish with an emphasis in literary analysis. She enjoys reading, running, and
Photo of the Kennedy Nixon debate held at ABC in New York on October 21, 2960. This was the last of four debates. (sourced from Wikimedia Commons)

He further threatened American democracy by trying to discourage voters from
making their voices heard on November
3rd. He also refused to commit to a peaceful transfer of power should Biden win in
November.
The Commission on Presidential Debates
has decided that to protect the American
people’s time, our democratic traditions
and the safety of the candidates the debate format should be changed. Biden has
agreed to the new terms but Trump has
refused.
This should be concerning to Americans
because, by refusing to submit to the new
commission terms, or to abide by the old
ones for that matter, Trump is tearing at
the fabric of our nation. The debates are a

service to the people that no candidate or
incumbent should threaten.
Trump will not follow rules because chaos is his only strategy. He wants to distract
from legitimate discussion because he has
nothing legitimate to say. His only purpose on the stage was to ensure that nothing useful happened. The president constantly interrupted his challenger, former
Vice President Joe Biden to ensure neither
candidate could drive home a message.
Voters have a right to a purposeful debate. Candidates should have to answer
questions clearly and transparently. If
asked to denounce white supremacy, they
should do so quickly. How hard is that?
Only one person should talk at a time.
Penalties should be enforced if a candi-

mountain biking.

addy.kirkham@usu.edu
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Trump Shouldn’t Win the 2021
Nobel Peace Prize

D

iplomatic is not a word that most
Americans, including myself, would attribute to President Trump.
However, Christian Tybring-Gjedde, a Norwegian politician, nominated him for the 2021
Nobel Peace prize for his role in negotiating the
Abraham Accords between Israel and the United Arab Emirates. Soon after Tybirng-Gjedde
announced his nomination, Swedish politician
Magnus Jacobsson announced that he had also
nominated Trump.
Despite this, Trump seems to be confused on
how exactly the Nobel Peace Prize works, and
has even claimed he would get it for many
things “...if they gave it out fairly, which they
don’t.” He seems to believe that he will receive
two Nobel Peace Prizes since he was nominated
twice, as he claimed “...in one week they nominated me, not for one, but for two Nobel prizes”
at a North Carolina rally in September.
Being nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize is
very different from actually winning, and there
are many more arguably qualified nominees
for 2021 such as Greta Thunberg or Bill Gates.
However, Trump should not be nominated for
the prize based on his diplomatic abilities as
Tyrbing-Gjedde and Jacobsson claim.
Firstly, Trump has reversed much of the good
relations established with Cuba under the

PHOTO BY whitehouse.gov

Obama Administration, such as increasing the
economic and travel bans between Cuba and
the United States. Additionally, he suspended
most of the US Embassy’s functions in Cuba in
2017.
Secondly, in 2018 the Trump Administration
withdrew the United States from the Iran nuclear deal in order to negotiate a better one.
Shockingly, that didn’t pan out and Iran started
developing nukes again. The Trump Administration continuously sanctioned Iran. Additionally, the proposal of a new deal from the
US only garnered support from the Dominican
Republic among a 15-country panel. The panel
eventually told the US to back off in October
of 2018.
Thirdly, Trump’s remarks about China in regards to the pandemic have been less than
flattering. Referring to the coronavirus as the
“Chinese virus” did nothing to help the terrible
relations we have with them. He even has said
that he has stopped thinking about reaching a
new trade deal with them because “They could
have stopped the plague… they didn’t stop it.”
This indicates that he used the COVID virus as a
way to avoid fixing the disastrous impacts he’s
had on US-China relations.
These are just a few examples of Trump’s
failed diplomatic efforts, and awarding his only

Have an opinion? Share it with us: opinion@usustatesman.com

successful one will only inflate his ego more.
It’s hard to remember amidst all of the chaos
of the pandemic, but Trump almost walked the
US and the rest of the world into world conflict
with Iran through his reckless diplomatic strategy back in January.
Encouraging and rewarding this kind of behavior could lead to similar conflicts.
Trump has shown that he cannot improve less
than ideal relations with other countries, which
is clear to see when looking at the diplomatic
relationships of the US with Iran, China, and
Cuba. Because of this, he should not receive a
Nobel Peace Prize on the basis of his diplomatic
skills.
Ella Olson is an opinion writer at the Statesman. She’s originally from Minneapolis, Minnesota and enjoys reading, debate, and hammocking.
ella.olson@usu.edu
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 877-691-4639

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
UNITED BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION! Your
donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-855-5072691

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-844-240-1769

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855408-2196

Miscellaneous
DISH Network. $59.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-866-360-6959

Donate your car, truck or
van. Help veterans find
jobs or start a business.
Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up.
Max tax-deduction. Operators are standing by! Call
1-866-983-3647

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE Have
your product idea developed affordably by the
Research & Development
pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 1-877-6495574 for a Free Idea Starter
Guide. Submit your idea
for a free consultation.

Building Materials
METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered
Metal Buildings. Mill
prices for sheeting coil
are at a 4 year low. You
get the savings. 17 Colors
prime material, cut to your
exact length. CO Building
Systems 1-800-COBLDGS
(ucan)2of4

DIRECTV - Switch and
Save! $49.99/month. Select
All-Included Package. 155
Channels. 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade.
Premium movie channels,

Health & Nutrition
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by

FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-833599-6474
HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call
1-844-294-9882
Enjoy 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! Get 4
FREE Burgers and 4 FREE
Chicken Breasts. Order
the Omaha Steaks Classic
â?? ONLY $129.99. Call
1-855-963-1321 mention
code 64185HQG or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/
meals673
Two great new offers from
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to
get the new iPhone 11 or
Next Generation Samsung
Galaxy S10e ON US with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One
offer. While supplies last!
CALL 1-855-916-3098

CARTOON BY Keith Wilson

Yard & Landscaping
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call
1-844-909-2398

Dental Insurance
Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

Preventive care starts right away
Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but save more
with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum

Call now to get this FREE
Information Kit!

1-888-919-4729
dental50plus.com/utah
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not
available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
The fly was the true winner of that debate.
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C CALENDAR
OCT 12 - OCT 18

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Utah Women in
2020: Challenges,
Opportunities and
Next Steps
12 p.m.
Virtual Event
utah-women-in-2020.
eventbrite.com

USU Farmer’s Market
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
TSC Patio
Logan, UT

Some Rawlsian Notes
on Universal Basic
Income
4:00 p.m.
USU Philosophy Club
Virtual Event
bit.ly/usu-philosophy

Fall Harvest Festival
10 a.m.
American West Heritage
Center
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Wellsville, UT

Fall-O-Ween Fest
10 a.m.
Greenleaf Gourds &
Greenhouse
48 W Center St
Providence, UT

The Diversity,
Inclusion and
Leadership Imperative
11 a.m.
Covey Leadership
Fellows
Virtual Event
http://bit.ly/clf-event

Fall Harvest Festival
10 a.m.
American West
Heritage Center
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Wellsville, UT

SATURDAY

10/12 10/13 10/14 10/15 10/16 10/17

“Taco” bout
Leadership
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
The Quad
Logan, UT

Corn Maze on the
Farm
5 p.m.
American West Heritage
Center
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Wellsville, UT
Guest Speaker: David
Finnegan
5 p.m.
Huntsman Hall
Room 322
Logan, UT
Family Night with the
Candidates
7 p.m.
Cache County Event
Center
490 S 500 W
Logan, UT

Pencils for Pizza
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The Quad
Logan, UT

Voting Rights
Online Readers Circle
Symposium —
2 p.m.
Corn Maze on the
Dr. Kimberly Jensen
Logan Library
Farm
5 p.m.
Virtual Event
5 p.m.
USU History
bit.ly/readers-circle
American West Heritage Virtual Event
Center
bit.ly/usu-voting-rights
Corn Maze on the
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Farm
Wellsville, UT
Corn Maze on the
5 p.m.
Farm
American West Heritage Music Theater Cabaret 5 p.m.
Center
7 p.m.
American West Heritage
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Engineering Quad
Center
Wellsville, UT
Logan, UT
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Wellsville, UT
A Highway for the
USU Big Bands
Parks
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
Daines Concert Hall
Utah Theatre
Logan, UT
18 W Center St
Logan, UT

Fall-O-Ween Fest
4 p.m.
Greenleaf Gourds &
Greenhouse
48 W Center St
Providence, UT

Cache Symphony
Concert
3:30 p.m.
Mount Logan Middle
School
875 N 200 E
Logan, UT

Haunted Hollow
Jammin at Blue Square 7:30 pm
6 p.m.
American West
Heritage Center
Blue Square
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Logan, UT
Wellsville, UT

ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
Deadline for calendar submissions is Thursday at midnight.

